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ABSTRACT: Prophesying the end of Europe is a popular pastifhe. idea that civili-
zations and nations, just like human beings, goubbhoa cycle of rise, shine and de-
cline is part of the attempt to make sense of,targkek regularities in the flow of his-
tory. The rise and decline approach to universatdry no longer has credibility
amongst professional historians. However, it stih@es in the halls of learning and is
popular among commentators and publicists. This pajmausses various approaches
to universal history, some recent views on the &wnfr Europe, and argues that the
continent’s current demographic situation and oa@an be much better understood if
they are considered in the perspective offered bgnd Thornton’s developmental
paradigm and the concept of the Second Demographitsiian (SDT) or revolution.

UNIVERSAL HISTORY

For many, the notion that historical developmemnéssamply a reflection of
a succession of essentially accidental eventstieasy to accept. It is equally
obvious that while faithfully recording chronologlcevents or the life and
times of great and important people has its chaitnadso has severe intellec-
tual limitations. The basic drive behind the iddaUmiversal History is the
assumption that events do not occur haphazardiythbuthey follow meaning-
ful patterns. Thus, attempts to read certain megninto them have a long
history. Their aim is to discover regularities guatterns — even ‘laws’ — that
might be hidden in them that govern the developneémuman societies. For
the classical period, reference is usually madédownork of the Greek Thucy-
dides (ca. 460-ca. 399 BC) and the Roman Tacits5@-ca. 117 AD). In the
medieval period (500-1500 AD) historical interesisiained largely restricted
to recording of the chronology of events, the lifstory of saints or kings, and
to telling the stories of wars and conflicts. Therkvof Ibn Khaldun (1332—
1406), who was born in Tunis and died in Cairo, ld@ppear to be the excep-
tion to this rule; he is considered to be an imgutrfounder of sociology be-
cause he had great interest in the developmeritie$ and the ups and downs
of larger geographical entities.
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MODEL OF PROGRESS TOWARDS AN END-STATE

The first Universal Histories carry, one might sayChristian signature.
Francis Fukuyama (1992: 56) specifically mentiohe following points as
being characteristic: they stress the equality ehrmn the sight of God, the
shared destiny of all people, the redemption of m&man, and the view that
history will be finite in time: the end of histowill usher in the kingdom of
heaven. Such a final end would, in Fukuyama’s temmeke particular events
potentially intelligible.

Secular versions were developed during the Rermaiesaf the 16 and 17"
centuries, following the formulation and adoptidnsoientific methods. It was
felt that an accumulation of knowledge was bounddour. As time went by,
successive generations would build on the foundatiaid by their predeces-
sors, thus ensuring continued progress. This ieds reflected well in a quo-
tation borrowed from Bernard Le Bovier de Fontemdll657—1757) from a
work dating from 1688. As provided in English bykByama it reads, in part,
as follows:

“A good cultivated mind contains so to speak, afidmiof preceding centu-
ries; it is but a single identical mind which haeen developing and im-
proving itself all the time

In his famous “Sketch for a Historical Picture bétProgress of the Human
Mind” that was published posthumously in the yefierahis death, Antoine-
Nicolas Marquis de Condorcet (1743-1794) stregsepriospects of perfecting
society through continued progress and throughgtbeth of our insight in its
functioning. In his sketch he distinguishes nineagrepochs of the past, and a
tenth epoch that he sees as heralding the futleeeXects to see inequalities
in wealth, access to resources and education dimiffloreover, he sees no
limit to the ‘perfection’ of the human species.drgstingly, he argues that im-
provements in agriculture are likely to make it gibke to feed the growing
population. He predicts that life expectancy wiltiease indefinitely and that
people will live more of their lives in good heaklind be more robust than in
his own time (de Condorcet 1795). Malthus wrote faisious essay on the
principles of population largely as a reactionhig.t

An important characteristic of Condorcet’s thinkiisgthat he does not see
any reason to assume a role for divine providefeeiod, or for supernatural
powers in steering or enabling progress. In faetwas reportedly highly an-
tagonistic towards religion, particularly so towsttie Christian religion. In his
view thinkers and scientists before him had esthbli insight on the true
rights of man, which followed from the fact thatmaas endowed with sensa-
tion, capable of reasoning and understanding herdats, and of acquiring
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moral ideas. He particularly acknowledged the wafrlErancis Bacon (1561—
1626), Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), Johannes Kefl&i71-1630) and René
Descartes (1596—-1650) who worked during the ‘eigitbch’ of his develop-
mental scheme.

Other authors of the TBcentury, the Age of Enlightenment, also foresaw
progress towards an end-state in the developmesb®éties, but were much
less anti-Christian. They predicted the developmantivil society, and as-
sumed that strong forces would bring people, eyginat their will, to a state
of harmony and understanding. Leading figures ietlithe German philoso-
phers Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) and Georg Wilheliedfich Hegel (1770
1811). Kant is rightly famous for his essay on‘tldea for a Universal History
with a Cosmopolitan Purpose” (1784) and his booklet“Perpetual Peace”
(Zum ewigen Frieden) (1795). He sees perpetualepeacbeing ensured by
nothing less than

‘... that great artist nature [] whose mechanicalopess makes her pur-
posiveness manifest, permitting harmony to emergeng men through
their discord, even against their wills

According to Kant we could call that ‘fate’, but

‘... if we reflect on nature’s purposiveness in flesv of world events, and
regard it to be the underlying wisdom of a highauge that directs the hu-
man race toward its objective goal and predetermitiee world’s course,
we call it providence(Quotations taken from a translation by Ted Hum-
phrey, Hackett Publishing, 2003).

In the work of Hegel, who together with authorsisas Johann Gottlieb
Fichte (1762-1814) and Friedrich Schelling (177%4)8s a representative of
the movement commonly called ‘German Idealism’yelical element is pre-
sent. He recognises that a people may during aiceperiod be ‘das Herr-
schende’, the dominating power, but will not beeadl maintain that position
(Hegel (1820:8 347).

MODEL OF RISE AND DECLINE

Comparison with a human being’s life makes thigigalar model of Univer-
sal History particularly striking, since it is bdsen the idea that during their
existence all living organisms, institutions, amdlisations pass through a clear
cycle of rise, shine, and decline. One might wediusne that this model has been
with us since times immemorial. But this is not dase. It would appear that, at
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least after the classical period, the Italian @ufgther Giambattista Vico (1668—
1744) was the first to voice the idea that we atesnbject to magic, mysterious
and unpredictable forces, nor heading straight tdsva better future. If ltaly had
lent him an ear, so Paul Hazard argues (1963tt28y,would on the contrary,

“... have known that the peoples of the earth apees to constant vicissi-
tudes, now emerging slowly and painfully out ofedesof barbarism along
the road to civilization, whereto attaining, theslapse once more into bar-
barism. All their ideas, their whole intellectualtitude would have been
fundamentally changéd

But in Italy his ideas didn't find a great dealsafpport. It required the ef-
forts of Charles Montesquieu (1689-1755) as arnrrmgdiary to have them
more generally accepted by contemporaries. Monieggwho was the author
of a well-known study on the grandeur and declihthe Roman Empire, was
greatly impressed by Vico’s concept of ‘corsi eomst in history. As Hazard
expresses it:

‘In their earliest state, nations are barbarous,ytlreake conquests and be-
come amenable to law and order; they grow greatet at the same time
more polished, this weakens them, they are conduargheir turn and re-
lapse into barbarism(op.cit.: 246).

In his study Montesquieu adhered to the idea oivromaturity and decay
and so impressed his readers that Hazard obsdragd'there was scarcely a
single contemporary historian who did not adopt fthe fate of nations and
civilisations is no longer seen to depend on thkeafiheaven, but to have its
roots in changing circumstances and specific cauSeanbatista Vico pro-
vided a new philosophy of history and moderniseat thiscipline greatly. His
works are considered as marking the beginning afarohistorical writing.

Some scholarly works of great repute have an eleofethat cycle in their
title: the seven volumes of Edward Gibbon’s “Deeliand Fall of the Roman
Empire” (1776-1788) is a prime example. Equally Ii@lown are the two
volumes of Oswald Spengler’s “Der Untergang desnillendes” (1918-1922)
and his very pessimistic view on the future of tpatt of Europe, where the
evening sun sets. The massive work of Arnold JoSepmbee (1889-1975)
called “A Study of History” published in the periddbm 1934 to 1961, simi-
larly looks at human history from a very broad perdive. Such approaches
have in common that the world is no longer a magicien where things move
as a result of the whims of the mysterious fordesature and the equally un-
predictable influence of deities, God or heaver,dspart of an arena where
distinct processes are at work and their effects loa predicted. In fact,
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Spengler's contemporary and adversary, German legisdb Max Weber
(1864-1920) has argued that this ‘Entzauberung-efdshantment) of the
world is an integral part of the modernisation otisty in the 18 century,
which from an ethical point of view created an enous diversity of interpre-
tations of man’s role in the world.

It would appear that ‘Rise and Decline theorieshistorical development
have lost most of their appeal amongst presenpdafgssional historians. But
writings from the 1960s, and even later, testifytheir considerable elabora-
tion. Carroll Quigley (1910-1977) provides the bezample. He taught at
Princeton, Harvard and Georgetown and must haviieimfed numerous
American politicians. As Condorcet once did, he kedr out a fairly precise
scheme of the stages that civilisations go throbgfore their inevitable de-
mise. After a shaky beginning with numerous groaipgeoples involved, and a
long gestation during which some unity and senseafmon purpose is
achieved, the civilisation expands. It comes irgaflict with others, conquers
them and achieves ‘empire’ status: a stage “of @eax relative prosperity.
Peace arises from the absence of competing pbliiitiés in the area of the
civilization itself... Prosperity arises from the émgl of internal belligerent
destruction, the reduction of internal trade basri@he vested interests have
triumphed and are living off their capital” (19688). Then decay sets in, inva-
sion follows and a new cycle can begin. Thus westseguentially:

. Mixture,

. Gestation,

. Expansion,

. Age of conflict,

. Universal empire,
. Decay,

. Invasion.

~No ok~ wWNR

It runs largely parallel to the common life cydiese, shine and decline.

CURRENT VIEWS REGARDING THE MODEL OF CONTINUED PRO-
GRESS: THE DEVELOPMENTAL PARADIGM

Professional historians now shy away from Univeksiatories, considering
them grandiose, even metaphysical conceptualisabbmprocesses on a world
scale affecting all people. However, in a marvedltwook published in 2005,
American social scientist Arland Thornton showst threading history side-
ways” is quite a common practice. In fact, expeatet about the future are
frequently based on such a research approach.ititwgords directly borrowed
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from Thornton, a conceptual framework composed afsét of assumptions
about individual and social change”, the esserdsdumption being “that
change is uniform, natural, necessary, and dineatiolt is assumed that “indi-
viduals, organizations, and societies necessawilthgpugh natural and uniform
sequences of change”, with irresistible forces mgthem to some end state.

The key method is that it compares different sgeseat one point in time
using cross-sectional data, and then ‘pegs’ sesieit various stages along a
developmental continuum. What is perceived asdelsanced is interpreted as
being historical, while what is perceived as modvaaced is interpreted as
showing the way societies considered to be lesaraxhd are likely to go.

Thornton shows that this approach has been aroamdenturies and dis-
cusses examples, such as the work i déntury English ethnographer Ed-
ward Burnett Tylor (1832-1917) and the inquiry dhriish anthropologist
Edvard Westermarck (1862-1939) into the historyn@frriage, which was
translated into many languages.

No attempt to defend the developmental paradigmbeafound in Thorn-
ton’s work. He notes its fallacies, but also itdering impact. In fact he
stresses that as regards modernisation and thi/farseét of powerful proposi-
tions can be formulated, which define what he taled ‘developmental ideal-
ism’. Together these propositions seem to driventibelernisation process and
changes in the family. As follows:

1. Modern society is good and attainable,

2. The modern family is good and attainable,

3. The modern family is cause as well as effect of enodociety,

4. Individuals have the right to be free and equathwbcial relationships
being based on consent.

It would seem that the views of Antoine-Nicolas@endorcet and Imman-
uel Kant echo through in the writings of Thorntdmornton does not endorse
the views of Condorcet and Kant, but argues thelh siews have been incor-
porated into developmental idealism and have becéomnees for family
change. He also refrains from speaking of ‘prodrasd from suggesting an
end-state. He is currently conducting an extensagearch programme in a
large number of countries spread all over the wonldgn attempt to assess the
spread and impact of ‘developmental idealism’.
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CURRENT VIEWS REGARDING THE RISE AND DECLINE MODEL

The Rise and Decline model no longer has much laifiéegliin academic cir-
cles of historians. In the introduction to his wallown study about the rise and
fall of great powers, Paul Kennedy (1986) writeswaver, that the history of
their rise and fall “has in no way come to a fub (XXIIl). In his view a
causal relationship is detectable between the gemmonomic balances of
powers and the position occupied by such powetkeninternational system.
Although some regularities may be formulated, tdeynot really represent a
model. While Kennedy focuses on great powers, ipaliteconomist Mancur
Olson (1932-1998) looks at the post-war developmést large group of na-
tions. In his “The Rise and Decline of Nations: Bomic Growth, Stagflation
and Social Rigidities” (1982) he argues that stalaltons tend to start suffer-
ing from ‘institutional sclerosis’ with the resutat under the influence of the
activities of ‘distributive’ interest groups theeaconomic performance falls
short of what it could have been. His theory hasnbleoth applauded and se-
verely criticised. It would seem that it is curdgntnainly appreciated in the
political sciences as a theory of collective actitnthe study of international
relations the ‘succession’ theory also plays a tialeSamuel Huntington’s
“Clash of Civilizations” (1993), and in the study what is known as evolu-
tionary world politics. “Long Cycles in World Pats” (1987) by George
Modelski is written from that perspective.

It would seem that against all that, the Rise ardlibe model is still warm-
ly embraced in the popular press and by the pdpualatt large. The idea of a
life-cycle affecting people, civilisations and aukts remains appealing. In fact,
it is not particularly difficult to see Europe aaving reached the tail end of
Quigley’'s seven stages. Lowest-low levels of fiytimay then be interpreted
as reflecting a fatal lack of vitality, while tharcently high levels of immigra-
tion into the region may be seen as heralding totets final stage: invasion.
As a matter of fact, the metaphor is so powerfat firedicting doom for ‘our
type of civilisation has become a booming indust@ther interpretations
would, of course, be possible and could then, duabdy, lead to a rather dif-
ferent view about the future of the continent.

PROPHESYING THE END OF EUROPE

As it is, the ‘doom’ literature prophesying the esfcEurope, commonly de-
scribed as an ‘old’ continent, seems to take poidelace. And it must be said
that North American authors are extremely well espnted amongst the an-
nouncers of Europe’s impending demise as a fordeetceckoned with on the
world scene. British student of international rielas Timothy Garton Ash sees
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the emotional leitmotif of European anti-Americanisas being “resentment
mingled with envy” whilst American anti-Europeanissrcharacterised as *“irri-
tation mingled with contempt” (2004: 112-113). Battas it may, the titles
which popular North American writers and journai$Valter Laqueur, Bruce
Bawer, Mark Steyn and Christopher Caldwell havenhiwitthe last five years
given to their books leave little to the imaginatidcaqueur (2007) speaks of
‘The last days of Europe’ and writes an ‘Epitaph do old continent’. Bawer
(2006) sees the West being destroyed from withinrdnical Islam and all
‘While Europe slept’. Canadian Mark Steyn (2006yums that ‘America is
alone’ at the ‘end of the world as we know it' witihecious little to expect
from the old continent. Finally, Christopher Caldwi2009) sees a revolution-
ary Europe in which immigration and the Islam pdagrominent role. They are
sombre and concerned, as can be shown by selscting suitable quotations.

The sub-title Mark Steyn gives his book (The endhefworld as we know
ity is no doubt more appropriate than its fullditiSocieties of Europe are
changing with dizzying speed. It is an emotiongbezience. It creates uncer-
tainty, anxiety, and in many, a feeling of alienatiof no longer belonging to
the society to which one is born. Seeing one’st@den by a cheaper painter or
plumber from a country that newly entered the EsampUnion creates anger;
riding in a city bus without being able to undenstahe majority of fellow
passengers quickly makes people feel uncomfortdhieed, the books of
Bawer, Caldwell and Steyn paint the economic, $@mnd cultural situation in
Europe in the stark colours of a pamphleteer. Birtassessment, European
civilisation is in a bad state. Caldwell (op.cit5) after noting that in any indi-
vidual European country with European and non-Ee@opimmigration the
second type is going to predominate, writes:

“That is because Europeans are not having enoudtrehi Whether due
to prosperity, decadence, or some other factorational morale, the birth
rate of native Europeans has been plummeting farsje

And a little further on (op.cit.: 19):
“Whether Europe can, for the first time in its higfosuccessfully accom-
modate non-European minorities will depend on wetiatives and new-

comers perceive Europe as a thriving civilizatioraalecadent orfe

Mark Steyn rides much the same wave. After suguggshiat the blue states
of the US

“... ought to apply for honorary membership of t&8”, he casts his diag-
nosis in the following terms “the salient featufenouch of the “progressive
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agenda” — abortion, gay marriage, endlessly defdreglulthood — is that,
whatever the charms of any individual item, cumvédy it's a literal dead
end. As fertility dries up, so do societies. Demapby is the most obvious
symptom of civilizational exhaustion, and the dasarindicator of where
we’re headet(op.cit.: 12).

Bruce Bawer, the least demographically orientedheke writers simply
states “a single colossal fact: Western Europe etesgly needs immigrants.
The native population is aging and its numbersoar¢he wane” (op.cit.: 68).
He further notes that Pope Benedict XVI “bemoartex dontrast between the
Islam’s vigorous rise and Christian Europe’s tigetline” and states that he
could not argue with the Pope’s assertion that geiie suffering from “a ha-
tred of itself, which... can only be considered péibial”’, and displaying a
strange lack of desire for the future (op.cit.: 218

Walter Laqueur, obviously familiar with both Gibbamd Spengler, coun-
sels that Europe has been declared dead or dyingless times during the last
two hundred years, but that it has “always surgridee doomsayers by its
vigor” (op.cit.: 124). Even so, he writes that ifreent fertility trends continue,
“and it is difficult to think why there should bdasting reversal”, in a hundred
years the size of the population of Europe willyobé a fraction of what it is
today and “in two hundred years some countries maye disappeared”
(op.cit.: 22). Clearly he has been influenced bynographers that let their
computers run too many cycles. He can see Eurapany case considerable
parts of it, “turn into a cultural theme park” wittie guides saying: “Ladies and
gentlemen, you are visiting the scenes of a higlelyeloped civilization that
once led the world” (op.cit.: 10).

The gist of such statements and conclusions is:deaopean civilisation is
in retreat. It is decadent and exhausted. In langasure this is due to the fact
that the rate of reproduction of the native popatats, in most countries, way
too low to ensure the replacement of generationgmigration of non-
Europeans, necessary though it may be, furtheresrdige civilisation from
within as these immigrants, especially those adbetd Islam, cannot or will
not identify with, or blend into, the host society.

FEAR OF POPULATION DECLINE

Demographers have a long history of contributingldomsday scenarios.
Populations were successively seen to implode pebephnd in Europe are now
‘imploding’ again. When analysing the period thitpsed after 1870, Michael
Teitelbaum and Jay Winter concluded in 1985 thatfdars expressed about
possible population decline resulted largely fréwa following:
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— Perceptual distortions based on historical expeégn

— Misinterpretations of population projections,

— Ideological considerations: political, nationalistligious, or value ori-
ented,

— Economic or social welfare considerations,

— Keynesian economics and its relation to populagjiwth,

— International politics or geopolitical consideraiso

Now, a quarter of a century later, the same fa@ppear to play a role even
though the issues coming to the fore strongest kbaaaged under the influ-
ence of the altered circumstances. Immigratiorgration, and assimilation of
migrants — and their religious orientation — arg@anant while in the 1930s
this was not the case. Even so, the view that Eurspast its peak again is
strong. One might argue that, on the contrary ancterobjectively, Europe is
closer than ever before to Kant's ‘Ewigen Frieddmit that view is not shared
widely. This is partly — no doubt — because wHile hew common currency of
a large number of European states requires grpatiical unity, support for
such further political integration meets with sgaesistance in the population
at large. The interpretation of demographic infaioraby journalists, authors
and the broader public clearly remains difficulhid is particularly true of
long-term projections of fertility held constant the lowest-low level. Simi-
larly, illustrative calculations meant to show wimaight happen if period data
remains the same only yield conditional results daanot be interpreted in a
straightforward fashion. Other complex issues sagbf the processes of post-
ponement and recuperation of births are difficaltgrasp. And what to say
about the value of studies dealing with the denmgmimpact of immigration,
if it is assumed that settlers never return and ttemographic behaviour does
not change as generations succeed one another?

NATURE OF THE BOOKS AND DEMOGRAPHIC SOURCES CONSUED

The four books prophesying the end of Europe reteto above have been
written by journalists and opinion makers. Thus,tlo@ whole they are much
better written and the reasoning much more forttirthan is common in de-
mographic books or papers. Still, there is a geat of difference between the
four, and there is a fair amount of variation i tthemographic information
they use as well. They also differ widely in thehaus they have relied upon
for their demographic data and knowledge. Fromntiagerials they have con-
sulted, the news items they have collected, thervigws they have conducted,



UNIVERSAL HISTORY AND POPULATION CHANGE 15

and their personal observations, they concludeBEhabpe is, in Mark Steyn’s
terms, at a literal dead end. The Rise and Dedatiogel still has wide appeal.

Their conclusion does not seem farfetched if omefally examines the ref-
erences to demographic literature provided in theoks. Evidently, their bib-
liographies are a bit one-sided. Colleagues whesgsvabout Europe’s demo-
graphic future highlight risks, drawbacks and ‘utc@ene’ changes, are better
represented than those intent on stressing thentayes of smaller populations
and the benefits accruing to individuals and casiftem the expansion of
human rights in population matters. People no lohg®e to live in fear of an
unwanted pregnancy and, partly as a consequerettef birth control meas-
ures there have been significant improvements éenstfatus and educational
opportunities of women.

Walter Laqueur, who has many books to his nameraaity is an authority
on the history of Europe, has provided an impres§ist of literature for each
main topic treated in his book. For ‘demography tieerature comprises work
by the well-known demographers Herwig Birg, Jeaaude Chesnais, Robin
Cohen, David Coleman and Paul Demeny as authagditmrs. And, under the
heading ‘Reflections on the Future of Europe’ Bsrgook “Die Weltbevolke-
rung” is mentioned, while under ‘France’ he refaysa work on immigration
and assimilation by Michéle Tribalat of the Frerndational Demographic In-
stitute (INED). Laqueur has further consulted #rgély statistical publications
of the Council of Europe and the United NationstHa two and a half page
bibliography provided by Caldwell the only demodrapname that appears is
that of Michéle Tribalat, while the UN publicati@n replacement migration
also features. In the Index one further finds tlaenes of David Coleman,
Wolfgang Lutz, Sergei Scherbov and Michele Tribaatl the book contains
nearly 50 pages of notes. When one takes the gafbthecking these it be-
comes evident that Caldwell has used a much watege of demographic doc-
uments. As immigration is one of his central tofecsl there are many histori-
ans, economists, sociologists and other sociahtisie dealing with this impor-
tant societal issue, selecting the demographersgshohese is not particularly
straightforward. However, in addition to those nmméd above, one can list
the names of Anne Coujon, Katrin Fliegenschneeydériiage Legros, Poul Chr.
Matthiessen, Vegard Skirbekk, Pawel Strzelecki, sladia Rita Testa at least
as a co-author. Caldwell’'s demographic data arenlgjng@aken from the Data
Sheet published yearly by the Vienna Demographstitlriie, with which in
fact, quite a few of the authors encountered amdedaabove have been or are
associated. He also made use of information celiebly the OECD and the
international migration organisation (MPI).

In the notes and indices that form part of the lsankBawer and Steyn, one
may find a very large number of widely known naraépoliticians, publicists,
columnists and commentators though | have not ladsém to identify any de-
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mographers amongst them. In part this reflectdfardnce in orientation and,
more likely, a difference in the level of scholaalybition.

CONSIDERATIONS OF UNIVERSAL HISTORY IN CONTEMPORARY
DEMOGRAPHIC THINKING AND LITERATURE

It would require an extensive survey and studyecent demographic litera-
ture to be able to state categorically to what mxtéfferent Universal History
considerations influence the thinking of contemppmemographers. As yet,
no such an investigation has been undertaken. Bnoply observing what is
being published one may gain an impression. It wadem that in current
demographic literature, opinions on the way obsgrdemographic changes
might fit into a larger scheme of historical deyatent are hardly, if at all,
expressed. Explicit discussion about how obsemsatioan be appreciated
against a backdrop of historical processes of chamghe developed world is
commonly absent. Nevertheless, it is probably tiaisay that the two distinct
approaches sketched out earlier can still be rasedn

Authors describing recent developments in somewalaainist terms, stress-
ing the potentially negative impact of decliningpptation numbers on the
power and influence of the developed region, andEarope in particular,
probably lean toward the Rise and Decline modetjuiear, Bawer, Caldwell
and Steyn would have had no quarrel with such ng#ti They may have seen
them as confirming their point of view that Eurapen a bad state and that its
demographic prospects, and hence its future, ate gumply dismal. The re-
cently published illustrative calculations by agpmf reputable demographers,
stating that through a set of self-reinforcing matdbms the populations of low
fertility countries could be moving along a pathding to a difficult to reverse
downward spiral in the number of births, could gubssibly be interpreted as
a new warning that the end of the continent as @dwmwer is in sigh{Lutz et
al. 2006). It is, no doubt, more spectacular thenfinding by Tomas Sobotka
that a rise in fertility appears more likely thafugther decline if one carefully
lists all factors influencing future childbearir§uch a finding is probably a bit
too nuanced if one wants to make strong statememsit Europe’s demo-
graphic and political future.

Studying the Rise and Decline model of demographange and contrast-
ing this with demographic trends in Western Eurdpeng the last half century
or so does not necessarily imply a strong beligf.i®ne may be more intent
on sketching a possible sequence of demographelawents and a scenario
of its conceivable geo-political repercussions aumtial economic conse-
guences, than attempting to predict the future.
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Another approach advanced after the mid 1980’s aorise more predic-
tive. It fits the developmental paradigm concepgatibed by Thornton like a
glove fits onto a hand. It does not predict an stade but assumes the contin-
ued development of Western societies, indeed théintong development of
all societies. The basic idea is that from the @860’s onward a new demo-
graphic regime came to be established, first intidwn and then in Western
Europe. The proposition was that a ‘second demdigafransition’ was
spreading over Europe and, presumably, would afseithern, Central and
Eastern Europe at a later stage. The finding thatldmental changes were
underway was first presented by Lesthaeghe anddedfaa (1986) and elabo-
rated repeatedly thereafter (Van de Kaa 2008; begghe 2010).

The second transition concept was developed féieeand is thus entirely
separate from Thornton’s work. Upon sober reflegtisowever, it appears to
stand in the developmental paradigm traditionhHres observation of demo-
graphic trends in a global developmental contempdrtant changes in demo-
graphic trends and behaviour observed in the ‘radstinced’ parts of Europe
during the last 45 years or so are interpretedgasfgng the advent of a new
demographic regime. This new regime is bound tecafthe demographic fu-
ture of developed societies profoundly. It is vdifficult to fully appreciate the
current demographic situation in Europe withoubgggtion that in the decades
since the mid 1960’s the demographic constellatiahe different countries of
Europe has changed quite fundamentally. The derpbgrashifts can be
summed up in very few points. The strong bonds eetwsexuality, marriage
and procreation have been disrupted; cohabitatighchildbirth are no longer
the prerogative of the married. Conception requinesconscious choice not to
practice contraception, not to use a ‘morning afidt, and not to resort to
abortion when pregnant. Consequently the numbehibdren now born com-
monly remains below what people as adolescents anyaother point in their
lives may have desired or considered ideal. Maytdéivels are now largely
determined by biological and individually contrdila factors, instead of eco-
nomic or social factors and exposure to infectiohsd, finally, immigration
while not commonly encouraged, replaces the loadition of emigration that
existed in the most open societies of the continensum, Europe’s period of
population growth has most probably come to an end.

Caldwell (see his note 242) apparently became awfaitee discussion ses-
sion on the second transition that took place atBbropean Population Con-
ference held in Warsaw in 2003. But he must haea $® reason to incorpo-
rate the concept in the European ‘revolution’ he Bketched in such stark
terms. If he had, he would have seen that all gblaeis of Europe had indeed
followed the trendsetters in the North and Westd Aarther, that there is am-
ple evidence that other developed regions, thee'dtates of the US, for ex-
ample, have started to exhibit the same patterncéigd have grasped that
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regions as they are developing appear to redude gbhpulation growth and
experience a shift in demographic regime. Fuelletdbvelopmental idealism’
as defined by Thornton, ultimately, all parts oé tlworld will experience this
new demographic regime so that, in due course, hkima will live without
fear for the dire consequences of an ever-expandanyl population.

It really is a pity that the authors writing abdlé ‘end of Europe’ have not
learnt from the demographers they consulted, th#ttéir broadest context the
shifts in population and demographic behaviour tb@yament reflect the fact
the populations in different parts of the world ateject to different demo-
graphic regimes. Moreover, they might then haveewstdod that the situation
is far from settled. The developed world, and Eeropparticular, has a period
of immense expansion behind it. Mortality decliretd fertility was slow to
follow. Consequently, natural population growth wasisually rapid and ex-
cess population was siphoned off to other partthefworld. As stressed be-
fore, this expansionist regime came to an end byntid-1960s. Now Europe
and developed countries more generally have entemelv regime. Here and
there in the developed world it has not, as ydty falayed itself out. But where
it is most advanced it appears to be cognisarttefimits to growth and to be
highly responsive to individual rights and decisioaking. People voluntarily
limit the size of their family to such an extenatlfillegal) immigrants readily
find a place on the labour market. The basic dimoensf the current demo-
graphic situation in the world is that while thevdi®ped world has left its ex-
pansionist phase behind, parts of the developindovare still experiencing its
effects. Even though many are at the tail end efitlst demographic transition,
they are still growing and have population to spa® against that, in the de-
veloped world a new regime has been — or is beimgtablished that takes
control of reproduction very seriously. And, featyilcan now be controlled
close to perfection. Couples and individuals wetlgh pros and cons of having
a(nother) child, and the way it will affect thaiwds, quite carefully. At least for
the moment they have little regard for the way thisks out on the aggregate
level.

‘THE END OF EUROPE AS WE KNOW IT’, ‘THE LAST DAYS ©
EUROPE’, AND DEMOGRAPHY: A PERSONAL VIEW

It must have been in the late 1960s that | pickea thin pocketbook enti-
tled (in Dutch) “24 July to 4 August. The last 12yd of the Old Europe”. The
author was a British journalist called George Mhlittdhomson. The dates
mentioned concern the summer of the year 1914 atitteor describes in detalil,
and day by day, how through a series of erroneeusidns and false assump-
tions about the intentions and reactions of othéwes murder of Franz-
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Ferdinand of Habsburg-Este and his morganatic wifSarajevo led to the
First World War. It is the sort of book Walter Lagu might well have read
and enjoyed. | found it fascinating. The First Wdowar did indeed change the
face of Europe. It probably had been at the L)eeiiscpfowers at the time of the
Boxer rebellion, precisely at the turn of the"a@ntury, when foreign troops
entered Beijing. It has been in proportional dexkaver since, in a long drawn
out global process that is likely to continue fecddes. But, while successive
generations will see the ‘Europe as they knewigappear, that does not imply
the end of European or Western civilisation andheeidoes it mean the end of
the continent. European civilisation has penetraedrywhere and appears
attractive to many different peoples. The popufatomposition of the conti-
nent will change; it may well become multi-ethni@awill certainly no longer
be exclusively white. Religions, some new, soms tesw to the continent may
thrive. In certain areas and countries the pomratiay, as we have seen, also
decline somewhat but at this time further growttwidely regarded as being
quite unattractive. Thus, developments go at l@aghe right direction and
Europe may well benefit from them. Conceivably iight increase material
wealth, help protect the environment, and incrdaseeducational and other
investments in the children who are born. Europmikhagain set an example
for other continents to consider.
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