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1. Reproductive behavior in the Czech society

Communist period

> Low level of life-long childlessness

> Low age at first birth (22-23 years) & at first marriage
(21 women, 23 men)

> Low level of extramarital births (< 10%)
> First births shortly after first marriages

Post-communist period (since 1989)

> Growing mean age at first birth & at first marriage
> Growing percentage of extramarital births

2. Explanations of socio-demographic changes

not mutually exclusive

————————————————————————————————— 1—————————————————————————————————————-

structural changes value changes

stress on external stress on internalized values
economic & institutional | and opportunities competing
barriers for parenthood with parenthood

Do people want to have
children?

5.1. What are the factors influencing respondents’
decisions (not) to enter parenthood (yet) according
to their opinions?
> Wish for raising up child/ren, partnership situation, partners
opinions, and housing and economic situation stressed the most

> parents stress wish for child/ren and coincidence more than the
childless

> the childless stress situation in partnership, labor market
position/plans, leisure-time activities & health status more than
parents

5.2. Is there any difference in factors influencing
the entry to parenthood stressed by young & older
parents & the childless?

positional |economic |ideational |wish

parents - - - -
childless | the young | the young - -

» no significant difference between young &
older parents

» the young childless aged 25-35 differ from the
older: the young stress rather external barriers to
parenthood more

5.3. Why have young childless not entered parenthood
(yet)? Do they deny parenthood, postpone parenting
or are they without childbearing preferences?

In a subsample of 2259 respondents (age 25-35)
» 47% childless (38% of women & 56% of men)

In a subsample of 1056 childless respondents (age

25-35)

> 46% without stable (long-term, serious) partner
60% of women & 49% of men

> preference for families with two children prevails

» denying parenthood not popular

moreover, 40% of young childless women without stable

partner declare to have child/ren if there would be no stable

partner in their future

» large proportion without childbearing preferences

mainly among men without stable partner

» gender gap in childbearing preferences exists

How many children do you want to have in your life?
Answers by the childless aged 25-35 (in %)

N=1056 0 1 2 3 + | total

do not
know

men 21 3 18 51 /71 100
women 10 2 23 53 121 100

total 17 2 20 52 91 100

» out of the childless aged 25-35 with a stable
partner, 87% with preference for children

6. Conclusions

but differ for different groups of young childless.

Structural & value conditions for entering

parenthood in the Czech Republic

1.1. Total fertility rate, mean age at first birth & share

of born out of wedlock in the Czech Republic
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3. Research questions

1. Whatarethef act ors 1 nfluencing r
(not) to enter parenthood (yet) according to their opinions?
2. Is there any difference in factors influencing the entry to
parenthood stressed by young & older parents & the childless?
young: aged 25-35 (<20 in 1989) vs. older: aged 36-54 (>20 in 1989)
3. Why have young childless not entered parenthood (yet)?
Do they deny parenthood, postpone parenting or are they

without childbearing preferences?

4. Why young childless in stable partnerships with preferences
for children postpone childbearing? How do they differ from
young parents?

1.2. Census data from 1991 and 2001

1991

2001

> about 10% of women

(< 30% of men) aged 25-29
never married

> about 80% of women
aged 25 mothers

> almost 40% of women
(almost 60% of men) aged
25-29 never married

» 50% of women aged 25
mothers

> year 2005
> large sample (N = 5510)
> quota sampling

4. Survey Data

a survey representing Czech population aged 25-54

Relations and changes of the labor market and forms of
private, family and partner live in Czech society

Factor analysis
»explanation: 64%,varimax rotation
>fc o/ n c / ke oulcdaedto low communality

factors

rather external barriers

rather internalized values

»N=5510 positional economic iIdeational wish
» partnership situation , 790 - - -
> health status ,645 ,179 ,178 ,123
» partner's opinions ,585 ,268 ,362
» partner's labor market position/ plans ,568 434 ,194 -
> respondent's labor market position/ plans 523 ,310 , 312 -,320
» conomic situation 273 ,852 - -
» housing situation ,193 847 - ,106
> reference groups (opinions of friends, parents, etc.) - - , 796 ,191
> leisure-time activities ,153 247 742 -,192
» respondent's world-view (religion, believes, ideologies) 342 -,147 592 1249
» wish for raising up children - ,130 ,136 843

Characteristics of respondents stressing importance of different factors

rather external barriers

rather internalized values

positional economic

iIdeational

wish

» young respondents
» parents with small families | > parents with small families
> living in bigger
municipalities

» young respondents

> living in bigger
municipalities

> Wit
> Wit
> Wit

L
L

N

> the childless
> the never married

igher education

igher personal income
igher household income

» parents with bigger families
> the married
> with lower education

» with lower personal income
» older respondents

» women

> living in small municipalities

> parents with small families stress barriers for childbearing more
> parents with bigger families and the childless stress values influencing childbearing more

5.4. Why

How do they differ from young parents?

youhg childless in stable partnerships with preferences for children postpone childbearing?

> wish for children, partners opinions and housing, economic and partnership situation stressed the most by young parents

& the childless declaring stable partnership and preference for children

» young parents stress more wish for child/ren, coincidence and the impact of their reference groups

» young childless within stable partnerships and with preference for child/ren stress more /abor market position/

plans, leisure-time activities, partnership, economic, housing and health situation

Respondents aged 25-35

o?:hrzr;a the childless In stable partnerships with preferences parents with in stable partnerships
(%) for children (N=475) (N=1039)
75+ |- »wish for raising up child/ren (82%)
»wish for raising up child/ren (71%) > partner's opinions (69%)
»housing situation (71%) »housing situation (66%)
51-74 | »economic situation (68%) »economic situation (59%)
»partner's opinions (68%) »partnership situation (51%)
> partnership situation (60%)
»partner's labor market position/ plans (55%)
»respondent's position on labor market (46%) »partner's labor market position/ plans (37%)
> health status (42%) »health status (35%)
25-50 | »leisure-time activities (35%) »coincidence (33%)
> respondentEs position on labor market (28%)
0-24 | »>coincidence (22%) »reference groups (opinions of friends, parents...) (19%)

»respondent'sworld-vi ew (r el i gi on

»reference groups (opinions of friends, parents...) (12%)
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o> leisuzevtine aet)vitieg (11980 )
»respondent's world-v i e w

(rel 1 gi on,

» Structural & value factors stressed as influencing decision-making on entering parenthood by parents & the childless.
» The childless aged 25-35 (reaching adulthood after the fall of communist regime) stress barriers to parenthood more than older childless.
» Denying parenthood not popular but there are many childless aged 25-35 without stable partner & many childless men aged 25-35 without preferences for children. Thus, gender gap in childbearing
preferences exists & many young childless neither deny nor postpone child
» The childless aged 25-35 in stable partnerships & with preferences for c
position/plans, leisure-time activities, economic, housing, partnership and

» Growing importance of some rather structural as well as value factors influencing decision-making on entering parenthood identified

bearing.
nildren (postponing childbearing) differ from parents of the same age: The postponing stress impact of labor market
nealth situation more. The parents stress wish for children, coincidence and impact of reference groups more.
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